
The Villages – Historic Section 

Thursday January 7, 2021; Rain Date January 8 

This ride is organized by the SOB Team of Segway Riders Club 

Overview:  The Villages – North takes us over the bridge to the historic section and the 

“unofficial” trail beyond the “Berlin Wall” and past Stonecrest.  While most Villagers have 

visited the Orange Blossom Golf Course and Restaurant, you may not be aware of the early 

history of The Villages and the twists and turns that brought us to a population of over 130,000.  

We will take you to Silver Lake and Paradis Recreation Centers and explore the area outside 

“the bubble” as we discuss our roots, the unique aspects of The Villages – Historic Section, how 

we came to be, and the growth of the hospital and other commercial enterprises.  We will even 

show you where it is legal to cross 441/27 in a golf cart! 

Trails:  We will be crossing the golf cart bridge to the streets of the historic section of The 

Villages and beyond to the unofficial gravel trail beyond the “berlin wall”. 

Ride Level:  This ride is a level #2 and not all of the ride is on asphalt.  Crossing the golf cart 

bridge will use your boot camp skills of “riding the broom” to ascend the bridge and leaning 

back on your heels to control speed as you descend.  We will encounter a gravel trail as we 

head North beyond The Villages and there will be multiple road crossing where road guides will 

be pressed in service. 

Restrooms:  Restrooms are available at the beginning of our ride and at the Silver Lake 

Recreation Center about 10 minutes into our ride, Paradise Recreation Center, and Orange 

Blossom Restaurant at lunch. 

What to Bring:  Helmet, water, sunscreen, insect repellant, snack if needed, lunch money, 

shoes appropriate to Segway riding, safety vest if you are a guard, radio, headset, insurance 

card, spare controller key battery (CR2430), curiosity and a sense of surprise. 

Lunch:  We plan to have lunch at Orange Blossom Country Club.  The menu is diverse including 

salads, sandwiches, flat bread pizza, and many entrée choices.  The portions are large and the 

prices moderate….everything we could ask for! 

COVID-19 Considerations: With medical science’s recent strong conclusions that this virus 

is airborne and that a 4’ distance between people is not necessarily safe, we request that you 

maintain a greater than usual distance from the rider in front of you, and when speaking / 

socializing with others on this ride. 



Some of us wore a mask on a long ride recently. The 10 mph headwind from the Segway’s 

forward motion brought plenty of fresh air through the mask. If you choose to wear a mask 

during this ride, we support you. Please consider whether it is compatible with your radio 

headset. You might dispense with the headset, and turn your radio upside-down so you can 

hear the speaker. This is your choice. 

Signing up for this ride: As a Segway owner in the Segway Riders Club of The Villages, you 

should have received from Steve Stein an email with a link to the signup.com website and the 

page where you can sign up for The Villages Historic Section ride. 

The last day you can register for this ride is December 31st. 

Official Ride Information: Official ride location, meeting place, and ride details are sent by 

email several days before the ride to the person who purchased the ride ticket(s). If you are the 

person who purchased tickets and have not received the email from Segway of Central Florida 

by the Friday before the ride, call Segway of Central Florida! Make sure you inform everyone in 

your ticket purchase of the ride details, especially if they are not riding with you.  

Other Information: The above ride information and dates are subject to change due to 

scheduling or other unforeseen circumstances. We are providing ride information for planning 

purposes only. The ride location and dates will not be firm until announced at the monthly club 

meeting preceding the ride and tickets will not be available for purchase until the Thursday 

following the monthly meeting. 


