
Safety Harbor Ride Description

September Ride Date (TBD)

This Ride in organized by the Trailblazers Team, led by Keith Estep

Overview:

Safety Harbor, known as the “Treasure of Tampa Bay” is a secret little hideaway, neighbored
by the major cities of Clearwater and Tampa.  This quaint community of 17,000 people boasts
a famous resort, distinctive shops, award winning restaurants and pubs, and plenty of family
fun.  We will be riding along the banks of Old Tampa Bay through beautiful parks laden with
historical significance, as well as touring the downtown area which sets the mood for the
community with a palm lined thoroughfare, canopied sidewalks and brick lined streets.  We
will see the carefully protected 300 year old Barnoff Tree (nearly 20 feet in girth) named after
the founder of the famous Resort.  We will learn about many historical markers throughout the
town and the history of the Resort and Spa known as the destination where “the healing
waters flow” with its curative mineral waters.

While riding along the banks of Old Tampa Bay through beautiful Philippe Park we will stop at
the largest remaining Indian mound in the Tampa Bay Region made of alternating layers of
shell and sand that provides an outstanding panoramic view of the Bay.

We will also visit Whimzeyland, previously known as the bowling ball house, a home that is
decked out like a psychedelic explosion of colors. Using countless bottles, tile mosaics, and
more than anything, over 500 painted bowling balls, the private residence known as
Whimzeyland has taken two decades to cover its grounds with a non-stop explosion of color.

We will be doing a group lunch after the ride.  Location to be determined and will be
announced at group meetings prior to the ride as well as when the ride sign up is sent out.

Drive time from The Villages:

Safety Harbor is approximately 100 miles from The Villages, so allow at least 2 hours drive
time depending on stops.  If you wish to stay overnight, there is a list of possible
accommodations at the end of this ride description.

Trails:

The route is mostly paved trails with some brick streets and sidewalk transitions in the
downtown historic area.

Ride Level:

The ride is a level 2 because of the areas of brick paving



Bonus Tour Possibilities:

Visit the Safety Harbor Museum and Cultural Center and take a leisurely stroll down main
street to visit the quaint shops.  Also, all the attractions at nearby Clearwater Beach and
Downtown Tampa are just a short 20-30 minute drive away.

Official Ride Information:

The information in this document is subject to change due to scheduling or other unforeseen
circumstances and is for planning purposes only. The ride location and date are announced
at the club meeting at least two months before the ride.  Approximately 30 days before the
ride you will receive an email with a link to a sign up for the ride, which will remain open until a
week before.  The final ride location, meeting place, and ride details are sent by email a week
before the ride to all riders who signed up.

Overnight Accomodations:

Safety Harbor Resort and Spa, owned by Wyndham
727-282-5707

Holiday Inn Express
2580 Gulf to Bay Blvd
727-797-6300

Fairfield Inn
3070 Gulf to Bay Blvd
727-724-6223N Bayshore Dr


