
Water Lily Ride Description

Ride Date:  July 3, 2021

This Ride in organized by the SOB Team led by co-captains
Connie McCardle and Richie Ahlin

Overview:

We will start our ride at the Water Lily Rec Center parking lot at 4710 Marsh Bend Trail
departing at 9:30 and go across the new Water Lily bridge.  Coming back across the bridge
we will travel the beautiful Marsh Bend Trail on our way to the Everglades Recreation
Complex where we will take a restroom break and time to explore the beautiful new Regional
Recreation Center with a National Park Theme.  Beautiful displays of unique photography by
Frank Lee Ruggles, who followed in the footsteps of the famous photographer Ansel Adams
as the Official National Parks Photographer from 2007-2011. He is using his unique skills to
advocate for the conservation and preservation of our national parks and other natural places.

Since we will not be doing narration on this ride, you can click on the link below to watch a
video interview with this accomplished and talented man conducted in The Villages during the
construction of the Everglades Rec Center.

https://www.thevillages.com/life/november-vmail-meet-national-parks-photographer-frank-lee-ruggles/

His photography on display like an art gallery depicts the amazing beauty of the Everglades,
Grand Tetons, Denali, Acadia, Yosemite and more and you’ll revel in the artifacts,
memorabilia and decor.  This rec center also houses the newest Villages Sale Center
showing scale models of all the new Villages expansion areas.

Also located in the complex is a remote control car range and boat dock, where we might see
the local Village clubs practicing their skills with their remote vehicles.

On our way to the Village of Fenney we will pass the Archery Range, Fenney Put n Play and
the Dudley Canine Recreation Park and possibly a brief walk on the nature trail.

Drive time from The Villages:

This ride is in the southern end of The Villages so judge your time accordingly from your
Village location

Trails:

Ride will be all on paved trails and approximately 9 miles



Ride Level:

This is a level 1 ride. There may be times when we will need to move off the path to allow
carts to pass.  On the exploration ride, the paths were busy with walkers, bikers and many
carts.

Lunch:

Since our ride is on the 4th of July weekend, we will be celebrating our independence with a
catered lunch after the ride at Water Lily Recreation Center with a Patriotic theme of Red,
White and Blue.  You are encouraged to wear theme colors for the ride and feel free to
decorate your Segway if you like.  There will be no rain date for the luncheon so even if the
ride is canceled due to weather we will still have the luncheon at noon for those who have
preregistered.  The cost of the catered luncheon will be $20 per person collected at the door.

Due to restrictions on the capacity of the room, attendance for the luncheon was
pre-registered through Ken Redding.  Even if you are not pre-registered for the luncheon, you
are still welcome to sign up for the ride itself when the Sign Up is sent out at the beginning of
June.

Official Ride Information:

The ride information in this document, including date and time, are subject to change due to
scheduling or other unforeseen circumstances and is for planning purposes only.
Although the ride location and date are announced at the club meetings several months
before the ride, the final meeting place, and ride details are sent by email a week before the
ride to all riders who signed up.  Approximately a month before the ride date, you will receive
an email with a link to a sign up for the ride, which will remain open until a week before the
ride.

 


