
St. Simons Island Trip Description 

Thursday, Oct. 14th – Saturday, Oct. 16th 

Organized by the Easy Riders Team,  

led by Janie Mewhinney and Carol Anne Milewski 

Background 

St Simons is the next island north of Jekyll Island.  It is the largest 

of Georgia’s “Golden Isles” and is both a seaside resort and 

residential community.  Visitors are drawn to the Island for its 

warm climate, beaches, variety of outdoor activities, shops and 

restaurants, historical sites, and its natural environment.    

The vast majority of commercial and residential development is 

located on the southern half of the island. Much of the northern half 

remains marsh or woodland.  The area of South Georgia that 

includes St. Simons Island was contested by the Spaniards, English 

and French. After securing the Georgia colony, the English cultivated 

the land for rice and cotton plantations worked by large numbers of 

African slaves, who created the unique Gullah culture that survives 

to this day. 

Planned Rides 

Thursday afternoon 

After meeting on St Simons for lunch, we will ride St Simons’ multi-

use trails around the south-east end of the Island.   

We will skirt the airport and look into the antebellum plantation The 

Retreat and ride the famous Avenue of the Oaks.   

Next we will ride into the heart of town, parking at Neptune Park to 

briefly walk the shoreline, visit the Pier, and note a few shops, 

galleries and restaurants for further exploration.  We’ll stop at the 

Welcome Center, then continue on to the Lighthouse and its 

Museum. 

Continuing up the shoreline, we’ll ride in front of the World War II 

Home Front Museum and Maritime Museum, then stop at 
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Massengale Park with its public beach (although all beaches are 

public, and we will ride by many public accesses). 

Last stop will be Bloody Marsh, site of a famous battle in 1742 in 

which the British beat the Spanish, and cemented control of Georgia. 

 

Thursday evening 

Suggestions and reservation phone numbers will be provided.  It 

would be best to have made reservations well in advance. 

 

Friday morning ride 

Today we will visit the western side and center of the Island.  

From our hotel, we’ll ride west to Gascoigne Bluff Park, then north 

along the river to the former Hamilton Plantation slave cabins.   

Back to the east/west center of the Island, we ride north and stop at 

Fort Frederica National Monument.   

We will see Christ Church Episcopal, begun as a mission in 1736. 

We’ll stop at the Wesley Memorial & Gardens. built to commemorate 

the Georgia labors of Revs. John and Charles Wesley, in particular  

their ministry at Fort Frederica. 

Friday afternoon and evening are on your own. 

See “Things To Do” for suggestions. 

Maybe arrange to have dinner with other Segway folks.  See 

suggestions.  Please make reservations well in advance. 

Saturday morning ride 

We are on the hunt for St Simon’s famous “Tree Spirits”.  Many of 

these whimsical tree carvings are on public property, and we will try 

to see them all. 

https://exploresouthernhistory.com/fortfrederica.html

