
Palatka Ride Description 

March 2021 (date tbd) 

This ride is organized by the Trail Blazers Team led by Keith Estep 

 

Overview:  Nestled within a bend of the St. Johns River, one of the few rivers that flow north, Palatka is a 

historic Northeast Florida city that proudly showcases its past.  You can experience Old Florida charm in 
Palatka and relive the history of the City through more than 30 artistic murals that depict the historical, 
cultural, and natural riches of Palatka and Putnam County.  Palatka is home to the annual Florida Azalea 
Festival drawing thousands of visitors from all over the state each year in the spring.  Our ride will take us to 
Ravine Gardens State Park, one of the nine New Deal-era state parks in Florida.  We will be riding on a 1.8-mile 
paved loop winding around the ravines offering dramatic views.  
 
From the Ravine, we travel to St. John’s Avenue to learn more about the city and Putnam County through the 
beautiful murals painted along the Avenue.  Finally, we will head to the waterfront and ride the riverside trail 
before heading to the Memorial Bridge walkway crossing the St. Johns River.  Finally, we will pass some of the 
historic buildings in the City including Angel’s Dining Car, the oldest diner in Florida and a past favorite of 
singer Pat Boone when traveling in Florida. 
 

Drive Time from The Villages:  Palatka is approximately 1 ½ hours from The Villages 

 

Trails:   This ride is approximately 7 miles on paved streets and trails.  

Ride Level:  This is a Level 2 ride with much of the ride on city streets, some of which have marked bike 

lanes, on sidewalks, and on dedicated pedestrian/bike paths. 

Official Ride Information:  Although the ride location and date are announced at the club meeting two months 

before the ride, the final ride location, meeting place, and ride details are sent by email several days before the ride to 

everyone who signed up for the ride.   After the meeting at which the ride is announced, you will receive an email with a 

link to a sign up for the ride, which will remain open until a week before the ride.  The ride information in this document, 

including date and time, are subject to change due to scheduling or other unforeseen circumstances and is for planning 

purposes only. 

 

 

 

 


