
Minutes:  Segway Riders Club of the Villages Membership Meeting 

February 17, 2016 

The meeting commenced at the SeaBreeze Regional Recreation Center at 10:00 a.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Present:  President Ken Redding, Vice President Tom Kroener, Secretary Art Timko, Membership 

Director Cricket McGinness, And Members-at-Large: John Dean, Vicki Luntzel and Bruce McGinness.  

Absent: Treasurer Steve Stein.  Special guests:  Dave and Sandy Holzapfel, Michael Summers, DAV 

Chapter 150 Junior Vice Commander and Mary Barrett, DAV Chapter 150 Adjutant, and Joseph Hertrich, 

recipient of the SRC’s first locally presented Segway. 

There were 88 members present, including seven new members. 

President Redding framed this meeting as the first occasion at which the SRC would be presenting a 

Segway to a local mobility-restricted veteran.  Redding provided the background of the club’s inception 

with fundraising to assist veterans as a cornerstone of the organization.  Until 2015 all funds donated 

through the Segway Experience (~$35,000) were directed to Segs4Vets, a St. Louis, MO based charitable 

organization.  Last year, the SRC in partnership with Segway of Central Florida headed in a new direction 

by including DAV Chapter 150 and dedicating all funds raised through the Segway Experience and other 

ventures to donate one Segway a year to a local mobility-challenged veteran.  The SRC raises most of 

the funds with the help of Segway of Central Florida. The DAV Chapter 150 identifies the veteran 

recipient and provides supplemental funding.  Further, Segway of Central Florida provides the 

appropriately equipped Segway at cost.  President Redding, accompanied by Dave Holzapfel, Michael 

Summers, and Mary Barrett presented Joseph Hertrich with the Segway.  There was a refreshment 

break and most club members moved outside for a photo opportunity for area press. 

Ken presented the Treasurer’s Report supplied by Steve Stein.  The beginning balance was $10,047.12.  

Income of $541 ($455=dues, $76=50/50).  Expense of $608.65 ($166.25=name badge supplies, 

$300=two club flags, $142.40=brochures for the Club & flyers for the Segway Experience).  Ending 

balance of $9,979.47 ($6,628.06=total donations, $3,351.41 working capital). 

Officer & Board Member Reports: 

Membership:  Cricket McGinness introduced the seven new Club members.  There are 88 members at 

today’s meeting.  The club continues to grow.   

Boot Camp:  Bruce McGinness noted the February Boot Camp was sold out.  A new feature has been 

added to the boot camp training, i.e. a narrow pathway to simulate the narrowness of hiking paths.  In 

addition a 2”X4” board is placed in that path to simulate a root in the path. 

 

 



Social Committee:   

Debbie Brookshire reported on the success of the St. Augustine outing from the perspective of the 

overnight accommodations and the member Sunday dinner.  Information is being made available for 

overnight accommodations for the April outing to Tarpon Springs.  This is an outing that members can 

choose to either drive down the day of the outing or spend the night near Tarpon Springs.  Moreover, 

the SRC dinner is on February 29 at Francesco’s Restaurant on 441/27.  The restaurant has a capacity of 

80 patrons.  Ticket prices are $16+tax+20% gratuity.  The deadline is February 22. 

Outings Committee: 

Ken reported for Art that the last ride at Lake Louisa on 1/26 went well.  The St. Augustine outings on 

February 8 (morning and afternoon) were well received.  These rides were longer in distance than the 

previous rides in 2014.  There was not as much history involved, but there were opportunities to stop at 

a couple of the historical sites.  The parking lot at the distillery was crowded and may impact our ability 

to return to that location in the future. 

The Exploratory committee will be checking out a few new sites and making final prep for the March 

ride in the next two weeks.  Among the new locations are:  the Rohan Rec Center area of the Villages, 

the Lake Panasoffkee Recreation area and the Colt Creek State Park.  The final run through will be at 

Lake Beresford Co. Park/Blue Springs State Park which will be the featured ride in March on Tues the 8th, 

Monday the 14th, Monday the 21st and Tuesday the 29th as needed.  The March ride is a #1 level done 

completely on asphalt, utilizing county bike trails resembling the Villages multi-modal paths.  Tickets go 

on sale tomorrow, Thursday February 18.  Hopefully, there will be manatees continuing to winter at Blue 

Springs.  A bonus feature will be the ability to take a two hour eco-tour of the St. John’s River at Blue 

Springs after lunch.  Lunch will be at Cook’s Buffet Restaurant.  This is the same location as the Deland 

outing lunch locale. 

The upcoming outing dates and locations are (in order as needed): 

April:  Mon 18th, Tues 19th, Mon 25th, Tues 26th = Tarpon Springs.  Tickets on sale =3/17 (Since this 

meeting, the April 25 & 26 dates have needed to be cancelled.) 

May:  Mon 16th, Mon 23rd, Tues 17th, Tues 24th = Mission Hills/Howey-in-the-Hills. Tickets on sale=4/21 

June:  Mon 13th, Tues 14th = Lake Sumter Landing area of the Villages. Tickets on sale=5/19 (Since this 

meeting the June 14th date has moved to the 21st.  There will be no ride on June 14th.) 

Finally, with the recent alert to the presence of the Zika virus in Florida, it is HIGHLY recommended that 

riders bring and use bug spray containing DEET. 

Segway Experience: 

Ken reported that our March 7 date for the Experience is getting close.  Rain date is March 28.  This is 

the main vehicle for the SRC to raise money for the purchase of Segways, like the one we presented this 



morning.  Volunteers are still needed and a sign-up sheet is available for volunteers.  The Club also 

needs tables and chairs.  The site plan has been redesigned to hopefully better the flow of guests, riders 

and workers.  The key to our success this year will be filling the 10 minute rides.  The 30 minute rides are 

nearly sold out. Segway Experience flyers are available for handing out at the Outdoor Expo and by 

members and we now have "feather" flags that will be used at Segway events. 

Outdoor Expo: 

Ken reported that we have many volunteers scheduled to tend the Club’s table at the Outdoor Expo on 

Sat/Sun 2/27-28 at the La Hacienda Recreation Center, but members are encouraged to come to lend 

support. 

Unfinished Business: 

The SRC now has a Club Historical Committee:  Shelly Larthey, Bette Kroener and Roe Litogot.  Members 

are encouraged to provide committee members with any historical items they may possess. 

New Business: 

Special Events Committee:  The SEC was established to plan and coordinate the Club’s participation in 

parades, the Outdoor Expo, drill teams and the Segway Experience.  The committee consists of chair 

Tom Kroener and members John Dean, Vicki Luntzel, Bruce McGinness and Ken Redding.  This is also an 

opportunity for other Club members to become involved in planning and organizing club events.  In that 

regard, a sign-up sheet is available for members to volunteer to be part of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

on 3/17. 

There was the 50/50 drawing. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday March 16, 2016 at the SeaBreeze Recreation center. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:12 am  


