
Minutes:  Segway Riders Club of the Villages Membership Meeting 

September 21, 2016 

The meeting commenced at 9:59a.m. at the SeaBreeze Regional Recreation Center with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Board members present:  President Ken Redding, Vice President Tom Kroener, Secretary Art Timko, 

Treasurer Steve Stein, Membership Director Cricket McGinness, Members-at-Large John Dean, Vicki 

Luntzel and Bruce McGinness. 

Ken offered his thanks to Tom Kroener for overseeing the Club in Ken's absence this summer. 

Those who provided snacks were thanked and those supplying next month's treats were reminded. 

The Minutes of the August 17, 2016 meeting were accepted as posted on the website. 

Steve supplied the Treasurer's Report:  Beginning Balance=$8,115.95.  Income=$117 (dues=$60, 

50/50=$57).  Expenses=$149 (Website fees).  Ending Balance=$8,083.95 (donations=$4,990.06, working 

capital=$3,093.89). 

Steve reviewed the car pool application on the website and encouraged those seeking a ride and those 

willing to drive others to outings to use the website. 

There were 65 members present at today's meeting including three new members who introduced 

themselves.  Cricket reminded members that name tags were available for pick-up.  Members were 

reminded to provide the Club with any changes in email addresses, especially if members are not 

receiving emails from the club. 

Bruce reported that there were eight openings for the October Boot Camp.  In addition, anyone who has 

been a few rides and is interested in becoming a trainer should contact Bruce.  Boot Camp and trainer 

training will be on 10/6 at 8 a.m. 

Bruce reported that the drill team will continue to practice on the second Wednesday of the month 

from 9a.m.-10:30a.m. at the SeaBreeze Regional Recreation Center.  Practices have gone very well .  The 

drill team will provide eight members for the upcoming parades.  The remaining positions will be filled 

by the membership. 

Debbie Brookshire reported that tickets for the holiday party are now available, although no tickets will 

be provided.  Rather a guest list will be maintained.  The event will be at the SeaBreeze Rec Center on 

Saturday December 3 from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.  Ticket price is $25 per person.  Members are welcome to 

bring spouses, partners and friends.  The capacity of the room is 208.  Ticket sales will close on 

November 16.  Members are encouraged to wear their name tags at the event. 



Ken explained the election process for the Club.  Four of eight Board positions will be available for 

election.  Of the four incumbents (Ken, Tom, Art, Steve) whose terms expire at the end of December, 

two will not be seeking re-election (Art, Steve).  Persons elected to the Board will be in at-large 

positions.  The Board will elect the Club officers per the Club's by-laws. Members are encouraged to run 

for the Board and to inform Debbie Brookshire of that intention.  Candidates will be introduced at the 

October meeting and will be expected to provide a one minute self-introduction for the membership. 

Art reported on recent Club outing activity:  Members of the Club's National Cemetery ride in August 

contributed $1,000 which was matched by Dave and Sandy Holzapfel to the cemetery for their use in 

projects unfunded by their federal budget.  It is expected that these funds will help to expand the 

Avenue of Flags by installing bases and buying flags for that purpose. 

The September ride will consist of a return to Leesburg, but with an expanded route which involves 

visiting a nature park on the land originally owned by the founders of the city.  The ride is termed "Wild 

Leesburg" to reflect the ride through the nature park and an excursion involving many curb cuts and 

rough sidewalks.  This is a level two ride.  Lunch will be either at Sips or Blooms restaurants, depending 

on the day of the ride. 

The October ride will be a new one:  Colt Creek State Park.  Colt Creek is on route 471 five miles north of 

its intersection with route 98 into Lakeland.  This park is part of the Green Swamp and is subject to high 

water levels.  This is a level three ride.  Lunch will be in Webster after the ride. 

The upcoming ride dates and locations are:  October 10, 11 & 17 to Colt Creek State Park; November 1, 

2, 29 & 30 to Lake Panasoffkee Recreation Area; & December 5, 12, 6, & 13 to Blue Springs State 

Park/Lake Beresford County Park. 

Finally, Art made a final request for those who have not completed the ride preference survey to do so.  

Cricket will re-distribute the survey via email and Art requested responses be returned by October 1.  So 

far only 27 responses have been submitted. 

Ken discussed the Segway experience on November 7 (November 21 is the rain date).  Linda Strong, the 

next Segway recipient will be at the 10/19 Club meeting to be presented the machine.  Matt Friedland is 

arranging publicity for the event.  If you have not already signed up to volunteer to work at the 

Experience, please do so on the website.  The tickets for the 30 minute ride are currently available 

online ($30), but having a full complement of 10 minute riders is critical to our financial success.  The 

membership is encouraged to recruit neighbors and friends to attend.  A possible new feature is a photo 

op for new riders using machines provided by some owners and is coordinated by Kathy O'Sullivan.  The 

public would be able to have their picture taken on a Segway after their ride for voluntary contribution 

to the fund. 

Tom  reported on the Special Events coming up to the end of the year.  The Italian parade on 10/4 in 

Spanish Springs:  The Club will have 14 Segways available with 10 assigned to the drill team and four at-

large places assigned.  Ken is this parade's coordinator.  John Dean is coordinating the 10/18 Oktoberfest 



parade with the same 10 drill team/4 at-large members complement of riders.  The Christmas parades in 

Mt. Dora (12/3) and the Villages (12/10) will be discussed in more detail at a subsequent meeting. 

The Club took a break from the meeting at 10:50 and resumed business at 10:58. 

New Business: 

Ken announced that beginning in the near future committee chairs will be invited to appropriate Board 

meetings to participate in areas of their concern. 

The Club has invited Dave and Sandy to the holiday party at which they will receive special recognition. 

A reminder that the Club will award its next Segway at its October 19 membership meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

 


